
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the 
interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. 
Bless ministries of care in our community; make us into signs of 
your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Have mercy on all those in special need. We especially ask you to 
be with:  
 
Kimberly Armino, Christina Bedes, Jeanette Burgess, Robin 
Coon, Alana Daley & family, Stephanie Fiore, Jack Gade, 
Charlotte Gardinier, Charlie Gardinier, Terri Herteux, Richard 
Kibwassali, Debbie LeHerissier, Rit Marrero, Cindy McCarthy, 
Peter Oriyavong, Ann Phipps, Bill Preuss, David Ray, Doug 
Schultz & family, family of Greg Steele, Susan, AT, RT, Lisa 
Tebbe, Mary Yurian, all those who are suffering during the 
pandemic and from natural disastors, and those we name 
aloud or in our hearts. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You have blessed us with the ability to learn and people and 
institutions to make learning possible. As school is in progress this 
fall, we ask you to keep safe all who are involved in education, 
especially students, teachers, staff, and families. Give us 
compassion, patience, wisdom, and courage to support each other 
in the many needs and decisions of this time. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of 
us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient 
and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus 
Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust 
to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Lessons and Prayers 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give 
us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that 
harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (NRSV) 
 
18.1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by 
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents 
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 
3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used 
by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent 
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
that shall die. 
 
25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away 
from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful 
and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 
says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my 
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
 
30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according 
to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you have committed against 
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 



 
Psalm 25:1-9 (ELW) 
 
25.1To | you, O LORD, 

I lift | up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to 
shame, 

nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 

and teach | me your paths. R 
5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | 
the day long. 

6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
for they are from | everlasting. 

7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake 
of your good- | ness, O LORD. 

8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 

9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
and teach the low- | ly your way. R 

 
Matthew 21:23-32 (NRSV) 
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; 
if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority 
I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or 
was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. 
 
28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, 
‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father 

went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; 
but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him.” 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized 
with the mind of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where 
it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your 
love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. 
Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places 
that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses 
you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us 
new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and 
institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your 
authority. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are 
ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children 
who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or 
lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 


