Immanuel Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship — Easter 6A

Sunday, May 17, 2020

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

ELW 804 Come Down, O Love Divine
(Page 9 of this bulletin)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

ELW 366 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
(Page 10 of this bulletin)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all
the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen

WORD
FIRST READING:
Acts 17:22—-31 (NRSV)

22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with
the inscription, "To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown,
this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,
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25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he
made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they
would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him — though indeed
he is not far from each one of us. 28For 'In him we live and move and have our
being'; as even some of your own poets have said,

'For we too are his offspring.’

29Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 3°While
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 3'because he has fixed a day on which he will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM
Psalm 66:8—20 (ELW)

8Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
90ur God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our | feet to slip. R
1oFor you, O God, have ! tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.
1"'You brought us in- | to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through ! fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place ! of refreshment.
13] will enter your house | with burnt offerings
and will pay | you my vows—
14those that I promised | with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble.
15] will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams;
I will give you ox- | en and goats. R
16Come and listen, all you | who believe,
and I will tell you what God has | done for me.
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171 called out to God | with my mouth,
and praised the Lord | with my tongue.
18If I had cherished evil | in my heart,
the Lord would | not have heard me;
19but in truth | God has heard me
and has attended to the sound | of my prayer.
20Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing | love from me. R

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL:

The holy gospel according to St John, the 14t Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 14:15—21 (NRSV)

15If you love me, you will keep my commandments. °And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 7This is the Spirit
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18] will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 9In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 200n
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
(Page 11 of this bulletin)

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Page 5 of 12



OFFERING and OFFERING PRAYER

While we are unable to receive your offerings during the service, we encourage
you to keep sending your offering and envelopes in. Or sign up for online giving:
http://immanuelmeriden.org, then “Members”, then “Online Giving”.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make
of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table
for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are
in need, responding to “Lord, in your mercy,” with “hear our prayer.”

A brief silence.

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Embolden your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone
in our speaking and in our living. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers,
lakes, springs, glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show
mercy to the oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for
those who suffer in any way, especially, Kimberly Armino, David Baird &
family, family of Ron Barton, Jeanette Burgess, Robin Coon, Alana Daley &
family, Jack Gade, James Guimond, Eric Gullans, Terri Herteux, Janet
Holznagel, Carol Kania, Richard Kibwassali, Cindy McCarthy, Ann Phipps, Bill
Preuss, David Ray, Doug Schultz & family, Stephen Yatcko, Mary Yurian,
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Richard Zuber, all those who are suffering during the pandemic, and those we
name aloud or in our hearts: (brief silence) Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our
baptismal promises to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the
oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember
the saints who have gone before us. Unite us forever in your final victory over
death. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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BENEDICTION

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,

and turn your mourning into dancing.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
ELW 625 Come, We That Love the Lord
(Page 12 of this bulletin)

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Christ is risen, just as he said.

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved.
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Come Down, O Love Divine
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - 1 - 'ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will  long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es n its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the powr of hu - man tell -  ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
() 4
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and kin - dle 1it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path i - Ium - ing.
and o’er 1its own short - com -ings weeps with  loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard E. Littledale, 1833-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal, outside the USA © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1a, al-1le-1lu - 1ia!
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1 The strife 1s o’er, the bat - tle done; now 1i1s the vic - tor’s
2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst; Je - sus their le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick - ly sped, Christ ris - es glo - rious
4 Christ closed the yawn -ing gates of hell; the bars from heav’n’s high
5 Lord, by the stripes which wound-ed you, from death’s sting free your
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tri - umphwon! Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - ia!
has  dis-persed. Let shouts of ho - ly joy out-burst. Al-le - lu - ia!
from the dead. All glo-ry to our ris - en head! Al-le - lu - ia!
por - tals fell. Lethymns of praise his tri - umph tell. Al-le - lu - ia!
ser - vants too, that we may live and sing to you. Al-le - lu - 1a!
N After the final stanza | .
L S——— - -
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Al-le-lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1ia!

Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Koln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909
Music: VICTORY, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525-1594; arr. William H. Monk, 1823-1889
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - ry
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let wus all im thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud -den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom - ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga  be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy  hosts a - bove, pray, and praise thee
till in heav’n we  take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out <ceas - ing, glo - ry n thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost n won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887




Come, We That Love the Lord
We’re Marching to Zion
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1 Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known;
2 Let those re - fuse to sing who nev-er knew our God;
3 The hill of Zi - on yields a thou-sand sa - cred sweets
4 Then let our songs a-bound, and ev - ry tear be dry;
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join in a song with sweet ac - cord, join in a song with
but chil - dren of  the heav’n - ly King, but chil - dren of the
be - fore we reach the heav'n - ly fields, be - fore we reach the
we’re march - ing through Im - man - uel’s ground, we’re march - ing through Im -
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sweet ac-cord and thus sur - round the throne, and thus sur-round the throne.
heav'n-ly King may tell their joys a-broad, may tell theirjoys a - broad.
heav'n-ly fields, or walk the gold-en streets, or walk the gold-en streets.
man-uel’s ground, to  fair - er worlds on high, to fair - er worlds on high.
Refrain
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We’re march-ing to Z1 - on, beau - ti-ful, beau - ti-ful Z1 - on:
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we're march-ing up-wardto Zi - on, the beau-ti-ful cit-y of God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, refrain
Music: MARCHING TO ZION, Robert Lowry



