Immanuel Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship — Easter 4A
Good Shepherd Sunday

Sunday, May 3, 2020

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

ELW 619 | Know that My Redeemer Lives

(Page 9 of this bulletin)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

ELW 366 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

(Page 10 of this bulletin)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen

WORD
FIRST READING:
Acts 2:42-47 (NRSV)

“?[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.
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43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done
by the apostles. **All who believed were together and had all things in common;
“*they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,
as any had need. “®Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
4’praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord
added to their number those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM
Psalm 23 (KJV)

231The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

°He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3He restoreth my soul:

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
“Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

| will fear no evil: for thou art with me;

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

SThou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
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HOLY GOSPEL.:

The holy gospel according to St John, the 10" Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 10:1-10 (NRSV)

101 Jesus said:] "“Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. °The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. *“When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice. °They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep.
8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. °I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture. '°The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. |
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 502 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
(Page 11 of this bulletin)

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING and OFFERING PRAYER

While we are unable to receive your offerings during the service, we encourage
you to keep sending your offering and envelopes in. Or sign up for online giving:
http://immanuelmeriden.org, then “Members”, then “Online Giving”.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make
of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table
for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.

Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church.
Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at
colleges, seminaries, and learning sites. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm
equipment, for those who plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets, and
for those involved in agriculture of any kind. Strengthen their hands as they feed
the world. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of
righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that all may have
the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk through dark

valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering (especially).
Kimberly Armino, family of Ron Barton, family of Maureen Bilger, Jeanette
Burgess, Robin Coon, Alana Daley & family, family of Janet Fantozzi, Jack
Gade, James Guimond, Eric Gullans, Terri Herteux, Janet Holznagel, Carol
Kania, Richard Kibwassali, Susie Kulas, Cindy McCarthy, family of Ruth
Olson, Ann Phipps, Bill Preuss, David Ray, Doug Schultz, Randal Wright,
Stephen Yatcko, Mary Yurian, Richard Zuber, all those who suffer from and
because of the coronavirus, and those we name aloud or in our hearts:

(brief silence)

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food
pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregations and communities. May none
of our neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them by
name and guided them to your side in death. We thank you for their lives of
faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,

and turn your mourning into dancing.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG

ELW 789 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
(Page 12 of this bulletin)

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Christ is risen, just as he said.

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved.
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I Know That My Redeemer Lives!
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11 know that my Re - deem - er lives! What  com - fort

2 He lives tri-um - phant from the  grave; he lives e -

3 He lives to grant me rich  sup - ply; he lives to

4 He lives to si - lence all my  fears; he lives to
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, he lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; he lives ex - alt - ed,
guide me with his eye; he lives to com - fort
wipe a - way my tears; he lives to calm my
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once  was dead; he lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head!
throned a - Dbove; he lives to rule his church in  love.
me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
trou - bled heart; he lives all bless - ings to im - part.

5 He lives to bless me with his love; 7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives to plead for me above; he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my hungry soul to feed; he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to help in time of need. he lives to bring me safely there.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’'nly friend; 8 He lives, all glory to his name!

he lives and loves me to the end; He lives, my Savior, still the same;
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing; what joy this blest assurance gives:
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! I know that my Redeemer lives!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator
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The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-1lu - 1ia, al-1le-lu - ial
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1 The strife is o’er, the bat - tle done; now i1s the vic - tor’s
2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst; Je - sus their le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick - ly sped, Christ ris - es glo - rious
4 Christ closed the yawn - ing gates of hell; the bars from heav’'n’s high
5 Lord, by the stripes which wound-ed you, from death’s sting free  your
ILg *-E ? %
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trt - umphwon! Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - 1a!
has  dis-persed. Let shouts of ho - ly joy out-burst. Al-le - lu - ia!
from the dead. All glo-ry to our ris - en head! Al-le - lu - ia!
por - tals fell. Lethymns of praise his tri - umph tell. Al-le - lu - 1a!
ser - vants too, that we may live and sing to you. Al-le - lu - ia!
0. After the final stanza | .
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’
Al-le-lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1a, a-le-lu - 1a!

Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Koln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909
Music: VICTORY, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525-1594; arr. William H. Monk, 1823-1889
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - 1ish oft I strayed, but yet in
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where  the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
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I am his and he 1s mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: S1. CoLuMBA, Irish tune

thy goodness faileth never.

within thy house forever.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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6 And so, through all the length of days,

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise




Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead wus;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -1ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re- lieve us, grace to cleanse,and pow'’r to free.

bless-ed Lord and on -1ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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