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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 

Sunday Worship – Advent 4B 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
 
ELW 257 O Come Emmanuel 
(Page 8 of this bulletin)  
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 
redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH – WEEK FOUR 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
In your Son, Emmanuel, 
you have shown us your light 
and saved us from the power of sin. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Increase our longing for your presence, 
that at the celebration of your Son’s birth 
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
WORD 
 
FIRST READING 
 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (NRSV) 
 
7.1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all 
his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in 
a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 
that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
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4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, 
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have 
cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the 
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
PSALM 
 
Luke 1:46b-55 (ELW) 
 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

and holy | is your name. 
50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

from generation to | generation. R 
51You have shown strength | with your arm 

and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

and lifting | up the lowly. 
53You have filled the hungry | with good things 

and sent the rich | away empty. 
54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
55the promise made | to our forbears, 

to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 
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HOLY GOSPEL: 
 
The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke, the 1st Chapter 
Glory to You, O Lord 
 
Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV) 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary 
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks Be to God! 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 
ELW 265 Angel Gabriel from Heaven 
(Page 9 of this bulletin) 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
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true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless 
all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the 
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. (A brief silence.) 
 
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our 
neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate 
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understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service to our community. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and 
protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us 
humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders 
of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted 
with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. 
Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of 
advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide for 
their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need 
of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence, especially: 

Kimberly Armino; Bertie Black; Steven, Sarah, Anderson, & Abella Barre; 
Residents of the Bradley Home; Jeanette Burgess; Robin Coon; Alana Daley & 
family; Jack Gade; Charlie & Charlotte Gardinier; Jerry & Linda Gianakos; Terri 
Herteux; family of Joey Hummel; Doreen Jenkins; Stephanie Kershner & family; 
Richard Kibwassali; Danielle Luft; Gail Magnuson; Rit Marrero; Kevin Matt; 
Maureen; Cindy McCarthy; Susan McCue; Paula Mehmel; Sherri Phillips; Ann 
Phipps; Bill Preuss; David Ray; Doug Schultz & family; Annette Sprude; AT; RT; 
Laura & Mark Wassick; Mary Yurian; those who are suffering during the 
pandemic; and those and those we name aloud or in our hearts. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks 
for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, 
planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We give thanks for 
the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire others with their 
steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
  



Emmanuel Lutheran Church Page 7 of 10 Sunday, December 20a, 2020 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN 
 
ELW 267 Joy to the World 
(Page 10 of this bulletin) 
 
Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 
sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that 
this copyright notice is included. 
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